
cash received by Tate as well as any proceeds or return from an investment fund that is 
gifted to Tate. A



opinion of individuals who have knowledge of the specific funders and/or context in which 
they operate, commercially or personally, will also be sought. 

All corporate sponsors, partners and members providing support of £5,000 or more will be 
subject to the initial screening of publicly available information mentioned above. This 
screening will be focused on the company and its activities, with particular reference to any 
activity that might be the source of reputational or ethical risk, such as pending major court 
cases, prominent allegations, environmental impacts and value alignment. Standard checks 
will be made in relation to the company’s sector, its corporate register and listed company 
details in country of origin and of its parent or associated companies, if relevant, and more 
generally in relation to its regulatory jurisdiction. 

The Head of Fundraising Intelligence and the Development office should distinguish 
between mere allegation or rumour or speculation on the one hand and confirmed fact or 
legal finding on the other, treating the former with caution although not 



3.6 Commitments to Programme  

All donations which include commitments to programme of any kind shall be referred to the Ethics 
Committee.  This includes those referenced in section 6 below. 

3.7 Timing of reference to Ethics Committee 

The stage at which a reference to the Ethics Committee should be made shall be at the discretion 
of the Director of Development. In exercising this judgment he/she shall have regard to the likely 
cost in time and resources of an investigation, the relative size of the potential donation and the 
likelihood or otherwise of reputational risk.  He/she should also have regard to the fact that there is 
a considerable constraint on rejection of a concrete offer, particularly after Tate has expended time 
and resources in achieving that offer: in some cases, with hindsight, it may have been better to 
stop the process at an earlier stage. It will be a matter of judgment for the Director of Development 
as to when (and how often) a reference of a potential donation is made to the Ethics Committee. 



4. The role and responsibility of the Ethics Committee 

The Ethics Committee shall consider the potential donations referred to it by the Development 
office in accordance with the principles of ethical fundraising set out in Tate’s Ethics Policy 
approved by the Board of Trustees in May 2008 (as revised in March 2016) and advise Tate 
whether or not to proceed with any potential donation. The Committee shall not be responsible for 
conducting the necessary research and background investigation upon the basis of which such 
advice is to be based. The Committee will act and rely on the material put before it by the 
Development office but may require the Development office to conduct further research before it 
advises. The Ethics Committee will meet in person or by secure correspondence according to its 
terms of reference and as appropriate, to consider the matters referred to it.  Minutes will be kept of 
its discussions and key points from the minutes will be presented to 



anyone unknowingly approaching a potential benefactor whose donation is not likely to be 
acceptable. 

6. Donations from Charitable Foundations 
 
Donations and grants of any size from charitable foundations registered with the regulatory 
authorities in the UK, North America and European Foundation Centre (EFC) affiliated 
organisations will not normally be subject to an ethical review in accordance with the procedures 
laid down in this Donations Policy and can be progressed to the signing of an appropriate 
agreement with the funder.  For the United Kingdom this means charities regulated and scrutinised 
by the Charity Commission for England and Wales, the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator, 
and the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland. For the United States of America this means tax-
exempt, non-profit corporations or associations recognised under section 501(c) regulated and 
scrutinised by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and the relevant state Attorney General. For 
Canada this means charities regulated and scrutinised by the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA). In 
the absence of any equivalent regulatory framework covering Europe, the (EFC) has openly 
published its principles of good practice to which all affiliated organisations have to adhere. 
 
Exceptionally, the Development office may refer a registered charitable foundation to the Ethics 
Committee where the results of the initial screening suggest to the Director of Development or any 
other Director of Tate that there is a possible ethical or reputational risk to Tate which ought to 
receive the attention of the Ethics Committee, in particular, any area of risk associated with any 
founder or trustee of such a foundation.  
 
7. Restricted gifts 
 
Subject to the provisions of this policy, the Director of Development:  
 

• may accept unrestricted gifts, including those made with an expression of wishes that the 
gift be used for a particular purpose within Tate’s objects; 

• may accept gifts for particular projects provided those purposes are within Tate’s objects 
and capable of being carried out;  

• will not accept gifts that are too difficult or costly to administer or gifts that are for purposes 
outside the purposes of Tate.  

 


