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Statement of Principles 
 
1. Mission Statement 

 

Tate’s mission, drawn from the 1992 Museums and Galleries Act, is to increase the 
public’s knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of British art from the sixteenth 



3. Criteria Governing Acquisitions 

 
All decisions regarding acquisitions will take into account the needs of the Collection; 
the condition of the work and the costs of conserving and storing the work; the 
potential for display at relevant Tate site(s); and that any purchase has been 
negotiated to represent the best possible price to Tate. 
 



3.5 Photography 
 
Tate seeks to acquire selected photographs, predominantly (but not exclusively) those 
made in the twentieth century, that extend the scope and coverage of the collection, 



ARTIST ROOMS was established with three guiding principles: that the collection 
would be shown through displays and exhibitions devoted to individual artists; that it 
would be shared with regional galleries and museums throughout the United Kingdom; 
that it would be used to engage new audiences, and in particular to inspire young 
people. ARTIST ROOMS is held as a distinct part of the National Collection, and is an 
evolving contemporary collection, which seeks to extend the representation of existing 
artists, and to introduce the work of younger generations of artists.



 
Specific reference is made to the following: 
 
Victoria and Albert Museum  
The National Gallery 
The British Museum 
The National Portrait Gallery 
 
7. 





 
In accordance with the provisions of the UNESCO 1970 Convention on the means of 





 
As Tate holds archives in the Collection, including photographs and printed 
ephemera, the Board of Trustees will be guided by the Code of Practice on 
Archives for Museums and Galleries in the United Kingdom (3rd ed., 2002). 
 
13. Policy Review 
 
This policy adheres to the Museum Association Code of Ethics. 
 
The Acquisition and Disposal Policy will be reviewed every three years or earlier if 
deemed appropriate. 
 
 


