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1. Introduction 
 
It is important that Tate’s Trustees and Committee Members do not materially benefit in 
any way from their position on the Board or its Councils and C



d. Tate is committed to compliance with the Bribery Act 2010.  Acts of bribery have 
never been, and will never be, tolerated.  If bribery is suspected it will be promptly 
and thoroughly investigated.  If a Trustee or Committee Member is found to have 
committed an act of bribery of any kind appropriate further action will be taken. 

 
e. Tate will assist Trustees and Committee Members as far as is reasonably possible 

in advising on, and in the management, authorisation and documentation of, 
conflicts of interest. 

 
f. Trustees and Committee Members should not knowingly compete with Tate, 

directly or indirectly, for the acquisition of works of art which fall within the ambit of 
Tate. 

 
 
3. Bribery and Facilitation of tax evasion 
 
Tate must comply with the Bribery Act 2010.  As laid out in the principles above, acts of 
bribery have never been, and will never be, tolerated.  In common with steps laid out in 
the Employee Code of Conduct, if bribery of a Trustee or Committee Member is 
suspected, it will be promptly and thoroughly investigated.  If a Trustee or Committee 
Member is found to have committed an act of bribery of any kind appropriate further 
action will be taken.  The offences are:  promising, offering or giving a bribe; 
requesting, receiving or agreeing to receive a bribe; bribery of a foreign public official; 
consenting to or conniving in an offence by Tate. 
 
An example of bribery would be if a Tate Trustee received a financial or other 
advantage from a third party which induced the Trustee to influence decision-making in 
favour of that third party.  Another example would be a Trustee or Collection 
Committee member receiving a financial or other advantage which induced them to 
arrange for a work of art 



 
 
5. Conflict of Interest Declarations and Advice 
 
The existence of a conflict of interest or loyalty does not reflect negatively on the 
integrity of the affected individual, but it must be properly identified, disclosed and 
addressed.   
 
Each Board or Committee meeting will have a standing ‘Conflict of Interest 
Declarations’ item on the agenda, during which Trustees and Committee Members are 
required to declare any conflicts of interest for any of the meeting agenda items.   
 
The declaration of an interest as part of the annual process outlined under 4 does not 
remove the obligation of a Trustee and Committee Member to declare in meetings all 
interests, whether registrable or not, which are relevant to the business being 
considered.  
 
‘Declaring a conflict of interest’ means that the Trustee or Committee Member may 
need to withdraw from the discussion, leave the room and not be part of the quorum 
during any meeting when the relevant matter is discussed, as stipulated by the Charity 
Commission’s guidance.  The Chair of the meeting will take responsibility for 
overseeing this at the appropriate point in the agenda, and the declaration of interest, 
subsequent withdrawal, discussion and final decision will be clearly minuted. 
 
Trustees and Committee Members who are also Directors of Tate’s connected non-
charitable organisations (for example, Tate’s trading subsidiaries or Tate Foundation) 
may face conflicts or interest or loyalty. These should be managed following the 
procedures outlined in this policy. 
 
Any Trustee or Committee Member may at any time seek initial advice on conflicts of 
interest from a member of the Governance team or from a member of the Executive 
who attends their Board, Council or Committee.  The member of the Executive must 
then refer the issue to the Governance team. 
 
The onus is on non-executives to be proactive in declarations and members of Tate’s 
Committees are encouraged to contact the Governance team if they are unsure at the 
point of receiving papers. Tate undertakes to respond to any such enquiries prior to 



indirectly, with Tate for the purchase of works of art of interest to Tate.  Similarly 
Trustees and Committee Members, and their family members, may not purchase 
deaccessioned works of art directly from Tate or at auction if consigned by Tate.  
 
The guidelines below must be followed when Trustees or Committee Members are 
debating the acquisition (usually Collection Committee) or major monographic 
exhibition of work (usually Site Advisory Groups, in an advisory capacity) 



d. Tate is then legally obliged to consult with the Charity Commission to obtain 
authority under Section 105 of the Charities Act 2011 for the acquisition and 
additionally refer to DCMS. Tate must demonstrate to the Charity Commission that 
it has followed the 





 
8.3 Display of a work of art 
 
Works by serving Artist Trustees may be included in Tate Collection displays. 
 
8.4 Commercial collaboration 
 
Commercial collaboration with Artist Trustees is allowed provided that the Charity 




